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were at last sighted* " My
for               is extreme/3 Xeison wrote,
he had no                 for recoanais-
Nevertheless, the French If encountered
at sea                           at a
since their superiority In          of the line would
have         more than discounted by the difficulty
they would have         in protecting their trans-
ports.   Nothing could be          of them off the
coast of Tuscany or the Papal States,        it was
not till 14th June         Xeison            that they
off Sicily as              as 4th June,
By now he       fairly            that their objective
was   Egypt,          therefore,  sailed  south,  only
pausing off Naples for news.   Here he learnt that
the French were attacking Malta,        on passing
through the Straits of Messina lie learnt        they
captured it.   When off Cape Passaro he
learnt that Malta was occupied by a French gar-
rison         that the French fleet         left again,
presumably lor Sicily, though, with the mud blow-
ing strongly         the north-west,, this seemed un-
likely.   He thought, however, that their objective
be           Constantinople or Egypt9 and de-
cided to sail for Alexandria.   He reasoned
the                  project was die           likely of the
more dangerous for Britain,
Egypt the French might obtain trans-
in the          Sea         sail to India, where
be welcomed by Tippoo            the
most                  of the anti-British rulers.
Xeison                               on         June,
to               the Frencll         not there
had                    or          of             He,